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5 And he took the Mantle of Elijah, that for 1 
from him, and ſmote the Waters, and ſaid, x 
Where i the Lord God of Elijah? ILY 


AM o Us is che Hiſtory 01 Elijab, 
the renowned Prophet of The. God of 
Iſrael ; his Zeal for the Lord of Hoft, 4 
his Fideliy and Courage in his Ma- ] 
ers Service, the Miracles which he wrought, 
and his triumphant Aſcention into Heaven, in 

a Chariot of Fire, make a conſiderable Figure | 

in the ſacred Story. Nor leſs illuſtrious is EB | 
| ſos whom God had ordered Elijah to anoint his 

ucceſſor, to be a Prophet of the Lord in his 
on. Tho. Elijah i - jealous of the Name ile | 
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2 Tube Reverend Mr. Samuel Cheever's 
Honour of the God of Iſrael, yet is he not jea- 

Lens of bis own Name and Honour ; but, 

be is yer alive, takes his Succeſſor #4 
| Patronage, does what he can to furniſh 
| for his Work, to raiſe him in the Eſteem and 
| Afﬀections of the People, and rejoices that he is 

| like to leave the work of the Lord in ſuch able 
Hands, ready to ſing his nunc dimittu, now Lord 
letteſt thou thy Servant depart in Peace, 
IIS Chapter where my Text is, contains 
the Hiſtory of Elijab's Tranſlation ; (for God 
honoured him at his Death, that he went an 
5 anuſual road to Glory) and Eliſha's entring up- 
on the prophetick Function. Eliſha was appri- 
| fed of the glorious Exit his Maſter was about 
to make, and reſolves to keep cloſe to him, that 
be might looſe none of the advantages of his 
Inſtruction and Converſe, and that he might 
* have his own Faith in the inviſible World 
8  firengrhned by the opening of ſuch a bright 


| meme of (lory. n 
| _CELIFAH having made his laſt viſit to the 
| ſeveral Colleges of the Prophets, and taken his 
leave of them, now bids Eliſha ask what he 
mall do for him, e're he departs from him. 
GREAT the Requeſt which Eliſha makes; 
| which ſhewed his Mind intenſly fixed upon his 
Work, and that he deſired nothing more than 
xo be thorowly furniſhed for it. Ter (ſays. he) 
A double Portion of thy Spirit be upon me; double to 
die reſt of the Sons of the Prophets, that be 
might be acknowledged his Succeſſor, and wor- 
rr 
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e Fueral Sermon. "= | 
ELIF AH grants his Requeſt, upon Con- 
dition of his ſeeing him when he aſcended, if 
he continue faithful to him to the laſt. And 


- 


God fad Amen to ji. 
ANON the illuſtrious Scene appears, the } 
bright Seraphs take Elijab in their flaming; | 
Chariot, conduct him thro the Devil's Terri- 
tories, and give him a quick, ſafe, and eaſ7 
N to Glory, and Eliſhs ſaw it. Upo- 
HE firſt pays his laſt Homage to his endear- 
ed Predeceſſor, drops a Tear at his Departure, 
bright almoſt as the Chariot the Prophet rode 
in, celebrates his Worth, expreſſes his juſt eſteem | 
and veneration for him, and groans out his 
Sorrows, in ſtrains as weighty almoſt as his 
Loſs, My Father, my Father," the Chariot of Iſrael,, | 
aud the Horſemen thereof. 
AND then, he immediately applied himſelf | 

to the buſineſs of his Function: he ſaw Eljab © |} 
aſcend, and he lays hold on the promiſe made | 
him, and takes up the Mantle of the Prophet, | 
the Badge of his Office, as a ſure pledge left 


4 


him, of his ſucceeding him in his Office, and ß 


a double portion of his Spirit reſting upon him 
and returns directly to the School of the Pro- 
phets at Fericho, to ſhew the tokens of the Di- 
vine Preſence with him, have his Office recog- 1 
niſed, and begin his Charge. In his way (this | 
ther, the River Jordan interrupted his Paſſage, 
and affords the firſt Proof of his Miſſion, and | 
the Spirit of God reſting upon him, as it was 
che loft of Elijah's, Which brings me to my, | 


* 
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g his God. 
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- AND he took the Mantle of Elijab, Nc. He had 
'S formerly felt the ſacred Force the wondrous 


> outer of it, when Elijab firſt caſt it over him, 


and now he is willing to try whether it will 
be as mighty in its Operations, in his Hands, 


as it had || lately been in the Hands of the old 
Prophet. 5 

IND he ſmote the Waters, ſo he had ſeen his 
- Maſter do before him, and now that he ſuc- 
ceeded him, he is ready to tread in his Steps, 
and uſe the like Means that the departed Pro- 
phet had done, to manifeſt his Authority, and 
fulfil his Miniſtry. ; | 

AND ſaid, Where : * the Lord G⁰⁴ 'of Elijah ? 
' Nor as doubting His Being, or his Omnipre- 
fence, but tis an earneſt putting in ſuit the 
mere Elijah had made him, in the Name of 

Elijah indeed is gone, but Elijab's 

God remains, and fo long the promiſe is ſure. 


| | Where i the Lord God of Eli ah ? Tis an earneſt 


but humble Addreſs to God to be with him, as 
He had been with Elijah, ſufficiently to autho- 


riſe and furniſh him to his Work, to remove 


every Difficulty which lay in his way, to own 


{ bim in his Office, and crown him with Suc- 


AND God. heard the Requeſt of El;ſha, i im- 


| mediately gave Anſwer, and evident Proof 


of  Elijab's Spirit reſting upon him. For no 
ſooner had he ſmitten the Waters, but the obedi- 
ent Waves; as tho' they were (conſcious of the 
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5 flee bifiies Eliſpa's God, and make way % his 
return to Fericbo; where the Sons of the Pro- 
phets, convinced by the dividing of the Waters, 

that the Spirit of Elijab reſted upon him, came 
and did him Reverence, bowed down to him, | 
and acknowledged him their Head. 


HOW entertaining the Hiſtory! and ho- | 


full of Inſtruction! 


To reſume my Text, And he took the Mantle 1 
of Elijah that fell from him, that is as was noted | 
the badge of his Office: So Eliſha becomes poſ-—- 


feſſed not only of the Mantle, but of the ſame 
Character and Office of Elijab, of his Authority 


and Dignity, of his Care and Charge. So God | 
takes care to raiſe up his Prophets, to ſupply | 
his Church and People, as their wants call for; 


Elijab dies, but the Office dies not with him. 


Whence I note, £ 
Ob. I. THAT when God calls home His Eli- 
jah's, He will raiſe up Eliſha's 0 ſucceed them, God, 
always will have work to do in this World, ſo 


long as the preſent frame of it ſhall. continue, 


, 
* 


and therefore He will always find fit Inſtru- 


ments to do His Work; He improves one In- 
ſtrument where, and ſo long as ſeemeth good. 


to Him, and then He lays that by, and makes 
uſe of an other, as He pleaſes, and till is bur 
Gn BY on His great Work and Deſign by 
them. 


1. G00 is often calling home His Elijat's, 


to Himfelf. The Miniſters of Religion have 


no more pretentions to Immortality than their 


Neighbours, but alike are they laid in the duſt, 
and che worm ſhall cover them. For the Pro- 
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| 6 The Reverend Mr. Samuel Cheever's 
hets of the Lord are but Men, cloathed with 
Fleſh, lyable to Caſualties, Diſeaſes and Death 
with other Men; and their very Make and 
Conſtitution will not ſuffer them to continue ) 
here always. For no Man living is in Strength 
ſo great that he ſhould till live for ever, and 
not ſee the Pit; the Grave is the Houſe ap- 
pointed for all the living, nor can any plead an 
' exemption therefrom ; we ſee that wiſe Men 
die, as well as the fool and the bruitiſh Perſon. 
Zac. 1. 5. Your Fathers where are they? and the 
| Prophets do they live for ever? no not as to their 
| abode in Fleſh, and reſidence in this World. Nor 
| would they chooſe to continue here always; 
| the bleſſed Hope of the glorious Rewards of 
| their faithful Services, makes them willing ra- 
ther to be abſent from the Body, that they may 
be preſent with the Lord. Nor will. their gra- 

I cious God continue them always in a ſtate of 
Labour and Peril. God may ſometimes ſpare- 
them to the World, as Bleſſings in it, even unto 

a great old Age, yet He will not ſuffer them to 
be always in this World; but will in due time, 

as ſeemeth good to Him, who is Lord of Life 
and Death, call them home to Himſelf, to the 
bleſſed Reſt he has provided for them, whither 
| they retire when they are diſmantled of their 
| Fleſh, even to an Houſe not made with Hands, 
eternal in the Heavens; they reſt from their 
Labours and their Works follow them, and they 
ich,... 
IHE live for ever in the ſuperiour Regions 
of Light and Joy, otherwiſe God would not 
| have been the God of Elijah when he had * 
Tc 
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the Earth ; but rather than they ſhall live for | 
ever here, God will take an uncommon Method 


to fetch them home ; He'll make a viſible de- 


| ſcent of flaming Miniſters of His, who ſhall 1 


take them under their ſtrong Convoy, and cauſe 


them'triumphantly to leap the Ditch where Man- | 


kind uſually falls, and aſcend directly to their na- 


tive Skyes. So Elijah went up as by a Whirl- | 


wind and a Chariot of Fire into Heaven, v. 11. 


2. BUT when God fo removes His Prophets | 
by Tranſlation, or in the more common road to | 
Death, He will take care to provide others, to 
raiſe up Eliſha's, to fill their Place, and perform 


their Labours among His People. When He 
ſays to Moſes £ 


People in the World, till the final conſumma- 


tion of all things; and accordingly He always 


will have His Prophets, or an Order of Men, 


to miniſter in holy Things ; to publiſh his Laws, 


declare His Threatnings, and proclaim His Pro- f 
miſes, and direct His People in the path of 


ife. 5 ; 5 
FROM the Beginning the right of inſtruct- 


ing ſeems to have reſided in the head of the . | 


Family ; but, when God had called a Nation to 


be a peculiar People to Himſelf, He then con- 


ſtituted one of the twelve Tribes to be the keep- 


ers of His Laws, and the Miniſters of His Al- 
false the Stewards of His Houſe, and the In- 


ſtructors of His People. 


AND ſo has he authoriſed and commiſſioned, | 


> 2 a 


go up and die, He will ſay to Fo- | 
ua ariſe thaw. Here, PERL | 
1. GOD always had, and always will have a | 


_— 
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*Order of Men in the days of the Goſpel, (tho? 
not confined to a particular Family or Tribe) 
do be as His ordinary Prophets, attending con- 
tinvally co this very thing; to repreſent the 
Ss Perſon of His Son, the great Head of the 
Church; gs Embaſſadors for Chriſt; to negoti- 
ate the grand Affairs of Peace and Reconcilia- 


tion between God and Man. 


Was compleated, God raiſed up His extraordi- 
| nary, Prophets, who under the immediate in- 


ties, and revealed the Mind of God in things as 
yet not known; but ſince the Son of God in 


to be added to the Sacred Code, there ſeems to be 
no further occaſion for ſuch extraordinary 
Prophets; and therefore the ordinary Preachers 
of the Goſpel are the only remaining ſtanding 


bath committed the Overſight Care and Charge 


| nant to them, and to debar and cut o 
| viſibly prophane and unholy from medling with 


| His hallowed Inſtitutions. 


| ro gather together His Elect, and fill up the 
| Body of His Church, the fulneſs of Him who 


- 
7% | : 
\ 


BEFORE the Canon of the Sacred Scriptu re 
ſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, predicted Futuri- 


His own Perſon, and His Apoſtles immediately _ 
from Him, have perfected the Rule of Faith and 
Manners, ſo that there remains nothing more 


f Order of Prophets, to whom God, by His Son, 


| of His People, to divulge His Laws and Ocdi- 
nances, lay open His Covenant, lead Men into 
the Bleſſing, and apply the Seals of the Se 

the. 


'. WHEREVER God has provided Himſelf a 
| Church, there He will alſo. take care to provide 
| ſuch as ſhall miniſter to them in holy Things, 


filleth 


* 


d et Sermon. (OY 
filleth all in all. Hence 'tis we read, Eph. IV. _ | 
11. — And he gave ſome Apoſtles, aud ſome Pro- | 
phets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and | 
Teachers, for the perfeding of the Saints, for the work | 
of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt, | 
till we all come in the unity of the Faith, and Know= 
ledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect Man, unto 
the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneß of Chriſt. . _ | 
2. TO theſe His ordinary Miniſters, He com- 
mits the ſacred Badge, as the Mantle of Elijab, 
the Divine Commiſſion, Authority and Power, 
of the Guides, Overſeers, and Rulers of His 
Church; and will continue to raiſe up of the 
ſame Order of Men, inveſted with the ſame. 
ſacred Office, Power and Betruſtment, even to 
the worlds end. Hence our Saviour ſaid to 
His Apoſtles, when He deliver'd their full Com- 
miſſion to them, with an eye to them that 
ſhould ſucceed them thro'out all Generations, 4 
Lo I am with you always, to the end of the World . 
*Tis very evident, by the mode of Speech, that 
our Saviour engages to be with His Miniſters 
to the end of Time; always, and to the worlds end, 
being neceſſarily to be underſtood in a literal 
ence, and are explanatory one of an other: 
and ſince the Apoſtles did not continue always 
to the end of the World, but died like other 
Men, tis very evident therefore that our Savi- 
our, when He ſays, I will be with you, meant 
not only with you my Apoſtles, but with all 
my Miniſters that ſhall come after you, whom | 
1 inveſt with this ſame Commiſſion which 1 
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now beſtow upon you: And this neceſſarily 
ſuppoſes that there ſhall be ſuch an Order of 
Men to the end of the World. 

THE Inſtitution was not Temporary, and 


| to endure only for a Seaſon, ſo ſong as our 


bleſſed Saviour and His Apoſtles were upon 
Earth; but as the Converſion of Sinners, the 
| Confirmation of Saints, and the Regimen and 
Government of the Houſe of God renders the 
Reaſon of their Office the ſame, to the end of 
World, fo God will take care to raiſe up a ſuc- 
ceſſion of Miniſters, a ſupply to His' Church 
of Men in ſacred Order, that ſhalt wear the 
Character, and perform the Office of His Mi- 


niſters unto His 8 till Time _ be no 


more. 
5 To return, 


- HE, (Eliſha) took 1 the Mantle 5 Elijah that fil 


from bims, and ſmote the Waters. So he had ſeen 


© Elijah ſmite. the Waters with this very Mantle 


but a little before; and it was with the ſame 


ſtrong Faith in God, and Spirit of Devotion to- 
Wards Him, Eliſha ſmote the Waters, that Eli- 


jah was acted with; and when he alſo bad ſmit- 


ten the Waters, they parted bither and thither, and 
Eliſha went over. 


From whence 1 note, 


. II. Ob. THAT it highly becomes thoſe Show 
604 puts into the Miniſtry, as much as may be, to 
tread in the laudable Steps, and be acted by the ſame 


mY Spirit of 'thoſe' venerable Fathers, how they 
ave ſeen go before them in their Mork and Ser- 


dice. How nearly does Eliſha follow Elijab; 
. he lays his N before him, and tranſeribes 


exactly 


Py, * 
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exactly after it: and the ſame Spirit that acted 
the one acted the other alſo. For ſurely it ever 


becomes the Prophets and Miniſters of the 
Lord, as far as in them lies, to prevent all ſo- 


Ieciſm in Rule, incongruity of Parts, and diſ- 
cord in the Harmony of the divine Precepts, 
Inſtitution, and Worſhip. - FR 


1. THEY ſhould tread in the ſame landable © 


Steps their venerable Fathers have gone before 


them in. They that riſe up in the miniſterial 


Order, in all their Services in the Temple, 
ſhould be careful to walk * by the ſame Rule, 
and mind the ſame things, therein imitating 


thoſe Men of God that go before them, ſo fa | 


as is conſiſtent with Truth and Holineſs. For 


we are not ſo tied up to the Example of others, 


as to be obliged to copy their Errors, in caſe 
they ſhould introduce any in their Doctrine or 
Worſhip, but may very juſtly and laudably diſ- 
ſent from them in our practice therein; but 


ſo far as we ſee them walking in the way the: 

great Head of the Church hath layed out, ſo 
far we ſhould endeavour a cloſe adherence to 
them. This was the apoſtolical Direction, 
x Cor. XI. 1. Be ye followers of me, even as I alſo. 


em of Chriſt, If therefore their Predeceſſors 
were faithful in the Houſe of God, ſtrictly ad- 


hered, as they were able, to the Divine Inſtitu- 
tions, approving themſelves able Miniſters of 
the New Teſtament, nouriſhed up in the words 
of Faith aad good Doctrine; ſo too ſhould they, 
that riſe up as in the room of their Fathers, nod ; 
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faſt the form of ſound Doctrine, which has been 


[i up the Rights, Dignity, and Authority of their 


delivered to them; to the Law and to the Teſti. 
mony, ſpeaking, and acting according to the 
beſt Light they can receive therefrom. * 
N the one hand, they muſt not baſely be. 
tray the Cauſe and Intereſt of their God, give 


Office and Station, to every capricious, igno- 
rant and bold Intruder; but take the Mantle 
and wear it, and make ſuch Improvement of it, 
as may be neceſſary to ſmite the Waters, to re- 

move the Obſtacles that lie in the way of their 
Maſters Service, or gently caſt the skirt of i 
Over the willing and obedient. Sg 


% 


O the other hand, they muſt take heed of 
ſetting up for themſelves, as tho' all were their 
own, and they were Lords of the Heritage; 

they muſt neither add to, nor detract from the 
ſacred Injun&tions, but carefully obſerve the 
Pattern, and Form, the ontgoings, and incom- 

ings of the Houſe of God, which thoſe who in- 
troduce them into the ſacred Order have been 
faithful in, and make over to them as a ſacred 
Depoſitum committed to their truſt. They 
muſt feed the Flock of God with the ſame 
Bread and Water of Life, the ſame Word and 
Doctrine, miniſter the ſame Seals and Diſci- 
pline, and maintain the ſame Inſpection Care 
and Watch over them, or if poſſible greater; 
that in all things they may approve themſelves 
faithful Stewards in the Houſe of God, not ſuf- 
fering His Ordinances to be evaporated into 
into Smoak on the one hand, nor loaded with 
| thick Clay on the other, 


regular Steps, ſo is he to be acted by the ſame | 
good Spirit, of his venerable Fathers. What | 


ſame good Spirit, without which he will never 


Spirit of Humility and Meekneſs, Sobriety and | | 


out a trifting Familiarity, which iſſues in Con- 
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2. AND then, as he is to tread in the ſame 


will the Mantle of Elijab avail without the Spi- 
rit of Elijah? He may wear the Badges of-the | 
high Office, and come into the room of an o- 
ther locally as 4 piece of Lumber, but neither ra- 
tionally nor morally, as becomes a reaſonable and | 
religious Creature, unleſs he is acted by the 


make good the Ground, nor diſcharge the Du- 
ties of his Character. It was the Spirit more 
than the Mantle of Elijab that divided the Wa- 
HE muſt therefore make it his firſt care, that 
the Spirit of God and Glory reſts upon him; 
that he is awfully ſenſible of the unſpotted Ho- 
lineſs and Purity of the Divine Majeſty ; the {| 
ſacredneſs of the Character he takes upon him 
and the real inward Holineſs, and purity of 
Manners which becomes thoſe that bear the 
Veſſels of the Sanctuary; and accordingly muſt {4 
be careful to ſerve the Lord in holineſs all the 
days of his Life, in the frame and remper of 
his Mind, in the duties of his Function, and in 
his whole Converſation; — oo 10 
Again, HE ſhould endeavour after a like 


Gravity, Righteouſneſs and Temperance ; ma- 
nifeſting a low Opinion of himſelf, without be- 
ing abject and ſervile ; be eaſy of acceſs, wich- 


tempt'; be ready to §— ; 
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14 The Reverend Mr. Samuel Cheever's 
and condeſcend to the meaneſt, and lay aſide 
all Levity without Moroſneſs; always do to 
others as he would that they ſhould do to him; 
ſſtand faſt in his Chriſtian Liberty, wherein 

Chriſt hath made him free, and yet not uſe his 
Liberty for an occaſion to the Fleſrn. 

- Again, HE ſhould endeavour after the ſame 
Spirit of Zeal, Courage and Fidelity. He muſt 
be zealous for the Lord of Hoſt, even burn 
with an holy Ardour of Soul, to advance the 
Name, Intereſt, and Kingdom of God in the 
World; and with a fervent Indignation make 
head againſt the torrent of Vice and Immora- 
lity, which threatens to deluge all Religion, 
both Name and Thing; and againſt all Impoſ- 
tors that ſet up their Altars againſt Gods Altar, 
and would lead or force us to enquire of the 

God of Ekron, inſtead of the God of Iſrael. And 
His Zeal muſt. be well directed, guided by Pru- 
| _ dence, and tempered with Moderation; leſt 
While in his pretended Zeal he call for Fire 
from Heaven, it prove but the reſult of his own 
HpPaſſion, and a ſtrange Fire before the Lord. 
| HE muſt be couragious in the Cauſe of God, 
and not fear the face of Man, nor the wrath of 
2 King, his Captains and their Fifties; but 
= , boldly, as becometh his Office, ſpeak the Mind 
of God, declare His Counſels, utter His Warn- 
= ings, give forth His Orders, bear Teſtimony 

| - againſt their evil Manners, and reprove the 
- Diſorders and Sins of the greateſt, the moſt 
haughty, wealthy, and Supercillious, as well as 
the meaneſt under his Charge; whatſoever God 

hall command him, that muſt he ſpeax. 


SY Tinally. 


D 


AO wy — E wy _ 


— ” Sz 


Funeral See 7 203 hn 


Finally, AND in all he muſt be Faithful, di- 
ligently attending to his Maſter's Buſineſs; and 7 
that continually ; ſhewing all good Fidelity, as 


becomes a Steward in declaring the whole Coung- 


ſel of God ; dealing to every one their Portion 


in due Seaſon, inſtructing the Tgnorant, con- 


vincing Gainfayers, ſtrengthening the Weak and 
Feeble, comforting the Diſconſolate, reſolving 
the Doubting, recovering the Wandring, cen- 
ſuring the Incorrigible, extending his Care to 
the pooreſt Lamb in his Flock, as well as the 
fatteſt and well-fleeced Sheep, and in all bing 
doing nothing by partiality. | 
THUS ſhould thoſe whom God ice up to 
ſuſtain the Character of His Miniſters, tread in 
the Steps, and be acted by the ſame Spirit 


which they ſee in their venerable Fathers in 


the ſacred Order. 
FEE : 
AND be ſaid, Where the Lord Ged f Elijah 2 
It argues his entire Dependance upon God for 
Aſſiſtance to the diſcharge of the Duties, and 
for the ſucceſs and rewards of his Office. | 

HE takes the Mantle, lifts it up, but 1 
not till he had called upon Elijab's God, to be 
with him, as He had been with Elijab. So he 
humbly and earneſtly asks the latin of his 
Maſter's Promiſe, that a double ee of his 
Spirit ſnould reſt upon him. 

NOT the Spirie eſſential to him as a Man; 3 
this was impoſſible: Elijab's Soul was gone a. 
way into the heavenly World. Nor the Spirit 
and Temper that was accidental to him, arifing 
from his Conſtitution, and demperament of Bo- 
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dp; this was inſufficient : but the Spirit of God 
that reſted upon Elijab, and by His powerſul 

Influences carried him thro' his Work, wrought 
ſo mightily in him, and by which alſo he a(- 
cended. This is the great Requeſt. | 
IHE Words therefore are a Prayer, That 
Blijab's God would be with him, authoriſe him 
1 his Work, proſper him therein, and reward 

im. | 
From whence I-note two things, VI% 
Note I. THAT the whole of the miniſterial Fun- 


ain, in al the Powers, Duties, Succeſs, and Rewards 


|. of it, originally flow from God. Elijah was a Man 


| of God, ſacred to Him, by his Character and 
Station, as His Officer and Miniſter ; and Eli- 
ſha being about to enter upon the ſame Office, 
Calls upon Elijab's God to derive all thoſe Pow- 
ers, Qualifications, Virtues and Graces, Aſſiſt- 
ance and Succeſs, to him, which He had fa- 
ll vouced Elijab with; by which he alſo might 
| become a Man of God. 
ALL of the miniſterial Function, whether 
een, as the Prophets and Apoſtles, or 
ordinary, as the Tribe of Levi under the Law, 
and the Miniſters of Religion in the Days of 
= the Goſpel, flows originally from God ; but 
mediately thro' the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the Head 
of the Church, who having aſcended up on 
high has received ſuch Gifts, that He might be- 
ſtow them upon Men: Not of Man, nor by Man, 
— * Feſus Chriſt, and God the Father, Gal, I. I. 
Thus, 
I. ALL. the miniſterial Powers, Audi, and 
ee are En od. | Ty 5 
| 408 
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TEE miniſterial Order it ſelf is from God, 
who hach appointed it in the World, even from 
the beginning of Time to the end thereof. But 9 
of this we have ſaid eno' alreadjj. | 

THUS, they derive their Commiſſion, Power 2 
and Authority from God. They are God's 
Miniſters, appointed by Him to this very End; 


and who ſhould empower them, veſt them with | 


Authority, and give them a Commiſlion to 


act in that ſacred Office of His Miniſters, - 


but that God alone, who hath deſigned them 
thereunto. For no man taketh (ought dr may 
take) this honour to himſelf, but he that & called a 
God, as was Aaron, Heb. V. 4- God of old more 
immediately ſeperated the Family of Aaron, and 
the Tribe of Levi to the Prieſthood ; and in 
like immediate manner raiſed up, commiſſioned 
and inſpired His ancient Prophets; and ſo too 
Jeſus Chriſt His Son immediately called and au- 
thoriſed His Apoſtles, and fent them forth to 
evangelize the World; yet this hinders not but 
that the ſame God and Saviour does now em- 
power (tho in a more mediate way) all that 
are regularly inveſted with the miniſterial Au- 
thorit7. 
Fo how ſhall they go, valeh they:s are "ITY 
and who ſhould ſend them but God?  'Tho? | 
they derive their Authority now more mediate- ö 


ly, yet is it nevertheleſs from the Original and f 


Fountain thereof: whatever allowed Channel 
it paſſes thro? , it ſtill flows from the original 
Head. 
NOR need we to lay any great ſtreſs upon a 
lineal — een from the Apo- 
4 Ale, 


_ 
. 
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and. ſpiritual. 


EB Fob XXXII. 8. Exod 
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Miles, the immediate Followers of our Lord; 
which ſeems not abſolutely * neceſſary on the 


fi one hand, nor alone ſufficient on the other: 
But God furniſhes Men for His Service, diſpo- 
ſes them to engage in His Work, opens the 


Door to them, and fixes them in their Office, 


by thoſe who have already received a Power 


from Him to convey miniſterial Betruſtments to 
AND thus, God qualifies for the work of the 
Miniſtry. From Him comes all Gifts and En- 
dowments of the Mind, both natural, acquired, 


| If IIS He that furniſhes Men with their vari- 
ous natural Powers and Capacities of Mind (a); 
and of Him is all their ſufficiency to Think or 


if | Speak, who prepareth the Heart, and. giveth 
the Anſwer of the Tongue ((. 


FROM Him too is derived the Tongue of 


7 learned, who tis afliſts and ſtrengthens the 
Powers of the Mind, by Study and Labour, 


Reading and Meditation, to attain to the vari- 
ous degrees of good Literature which He ſees 


meet for them. And as there were of old the 
(e) Schools of the Prophets, where the Youth 


were trained up in thoſe: Exerciſes which pre- 
pared the way for their after Serviceablenels ; 
ſo now is the ſame Care and Pains requiſite for 


W the fiteing of Youth for future Service in the 


Church of God, and indeed ſo much the more 


now, by how much, under the preſent Cireum- 


ſtances 


xod. XXXVI. 1. (b) Prov, XVI. 34 
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ſtances: 0 . he World, an FATE" Miniſtry 
© would ſcarce be 11. to produce ſufficienc 
c Credentials to their being ſent of God. 


AND from God are they endowed wich that | 1 


| 35 Wiſdom, and Underſtanding in Divine 
Things, and thoſe meaſures and degrees of 
Grace, which are neceſſary to render them 
faithful, and able Miniſters of the New Teſta - 
ment. Hence ſays the AÆpoſtle, 1 Cor. XII. 4. 
There' are diverſuties of Gifts, which. he .reckons 
up, and adds upon them, v. xr. But al df 
theſe Se that one and. ſelf ſane Spirit, e, 
70 every Men ſeverally as He will. 

'THUS tis God that ſpirits: and inclines them 
to undertake ſo heavy a Charge. When they 
conſider the Majeſty of the Perſon whom they 
are to repreſent, the facredneſs of the Character 
they are to ſuſtain, the weight of the Task they 
are to undergo, and the Difficulties they are to 
encounter with in their way; well may the 7 
be ready to ſhrink back, and cry out Who is 
ſufficient for theſe things; Lord I am but a 


Child and cannot ſpeak. But God over-rules ö 


their Spirits, moves their Inclinations, preſſes 
them into His Service, thruſts them forth into 
His Harveſt, and i ſays to them, as to Feremiab, 
Fer. I. 7. But thou ſhalt go to all that I ſhall fend 


thee ; and all that 1 command thee, thou ſhalt Heal. of | 


WhenGod thus calls them, commands them, and 
moves their Hearts, they ſay with Samuel (a), 

Speak Lord, for thy Servant heareth, and with Ye ; 
tab N Here am 1, 5 me. 
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them what He requires of them. Th 
_ » FINALLY, From God they derive all their 
Strength and Ability, to perform their Duties, 
and bear up under their Burdens. He inſpires 
them with a zeal for the Honour of His Name; 


nmoug 


- THUS again, God opens the Door for them; 
Ahews them what part of the Vineyard they are 
to labour in, and acquaints them with their ſe. 


veral Duties. He moves the Hearts of a Peo- 
pale to invite them, ſaying to them as the Mace- 
| donians to Paul, Ad. XVI. 9. Come over, and 


;belp n. He has appointed to every one their 


. 


-Station, marked out their Work, and ſhewn 


— 


fills them with a tender Compaſſion for immor- 
tal Souls; helps them in their Labours Night 


and Day, in their Studies, Prayers, and Cares. 
IIS the preſence of Elijab's God with Eli- 
\. ſha enables him to wade thro' the River, and 
overcome the Difficulties in his way; to bear 


Reproaches and cruel Mockings, and preſerves 


him in the midſt of Perils and Dangers. And 


if they are ſent upon Tſaiab's* Meſſage, to har- 
den Hearts, and blind Eyes, and are- made to 
groan under the melancholy proſpect, that they 
labouy in vain, and ſpend their Strength for 
t; how would their Hearts utterly fail 
them, and their Spirits be dried up like a Pot- 


merd, and they go mourning under the heavy 
Pre ſſure ? did not the Lord ſuſtain them. 


2. FROM God flows all the Succeſs of their 
Miniſtry. What are we ? but earthen Veſſels, 


to whom it hath pleaſed the Lord to commit 
His Treaſure, that the Power may more evi- 
' dently opprar io be of God, Oo = 
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IN vain will the Waters be ſmitten ; Eliſha's 
Arm, and Elijab's Mantle, the beſt Accompliſn - 
ments and the higheſt Character will not be 
ſufficient to part the Stream, unleſs Elijab's God 

be preſent- Man ſpeaketh only to the hearing 
| B of the Ear, but God to the Heart. He cauſeth 
our Doctrine to drop as the Rain, and our 
Speech to diſtil as the Dew, as the Rain and 
Snow from Heaven, which accompliſheth the 
End for which it was ſent. He maketh the 
, Word preached to become the Power of God 
$ unto the Salvation of all them.that believe. At 
; His Commandment we ſpread the Nets of Sal- 
3 vation, and He fills them more or leſs, as pleaſ- 1 
t eth Him. For a Paul may plant, and Apollos wa- 
ter; but God only giveth the increaſe. x Cor. III. 
: 6, 7. ; ES i ge 
ay 3. And laſtly; FROM God they receive the 
r Rewards of their Fidelity to His Service. For He 
55 * will not keep back the Hire of His Labourers, 
d * that have reaped down His Corn; but He 
* will certainly diſtribute to every Man his Peny, | 
0 when they ſhall reſt from their Labours ; their 
1 Work (the Rewards of it) ſhall follow them. 
Or He will overlook the Frailties and Infirmities 
ul of his faithful Miniſters, blot out their Tranſ- 
* greſſions, and ſay to them, Well done good and } 
J | faithful Servants, enter into the Joy of your 
Lord. And tho' they may not aſe&end with || 
It equal Triumph, yet they ſhall-with equal Safe- 
Is, ty with Elijah, into the Heavens prepared for . | 
ut them. "> : 5 LE 3 . | ED 
Ii THE greater too their Labours have been, 
the heavier their Burdens, the more their Suf- 
D | ferings 


a” 
— 


4 


7 —— — . ̃⅛˖—ß⏑ 
0 A C R 5 , eee 
3 4 a a | L d 4 \ —— _ R 9 
7 N ö ; 


7 be Reverend Mr. Samnel " "RP 3 


| 3 in the Cauſe of God, ſo much the more 
glorious ſhall be their Reward; for one Star 
differs from another in Glor. 
'YEA, tho' Iſrael be not gathered by their 
= Means, yet ſhall they be glorious in the Eyes of 
In theLord; whether the People will. hear, or 
WM whether they will forbear, they ſhall be a ſweet 
W Savour unto God, who accepteth them, not ac- 
| cording to their Succeſs, but cheir Fidelity : And 
when Chriſt the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, 
then ſhall they alſo appear with Him in Glo- 
. 
N. II. 1 ſhould paſs to a ſecond Obſervation 
upon Eliſha's ſaying, Where u the Lord God of 
Elijab? 43,1 
IHA tis the Duty of thoſe that are en- 
tring upon the Miniſtry to pray, that the God 
of their venerable Fathers would be with them 
alſo. But all that has been ſaid under the for- 
mer Obſervation, and much more that might be 
added to it, are ſtrong Arguments to enforce 
this Duty; for ſince they are to derive their 
Power, Qualifications, Succeſs and Rewards, 
from God only, to whom then ſhould they go, 
but to Him only therefor ? and this neòęſſarily 
leads them to give themſelves unto Prayer, as 
well as to Reading and Meditation, that they 
may anſwer the great Ends of the Goſpel Mi- 
. nittry. hs is ſo obvious, that I need to ſay 
no morè pon this head; but haſten to make a 
few Reflections upon what has been ſaid, by 
way of Application. 
I. HENCE learn what abundant Cauſe there 
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of, and farniſh His Church with His Miniftcis: 
to break the bread of Life unto His People, ſure- 
ly then they that are thus favoured of the Lord, 
are under ftrong Bonds of Gratitude, to preſent 


their thankful Acknowledgments to God, for 


His compaſſionate Regards to them herein. 70 
THE Miniſters of the Lord, faithful to Him, 


to the common Intereſt of Religion, and the im- 


mortal Souls of their People, are a great Blefling 
wherever they are; and ſo God intends them, 

by beſtowing them upon a People. How ſoon . 
elſe would a Land be over-run, not only ich 
Atheiſm, and Infidelity, which would neceſſari- + 
ly involve them under everlaſting Miſeries, for 

where the Viſion faileth, the People periſh (a); 
but even all manner of Barbarities, Rudeneſs, 


and ill Manners, which would ſoon ſtrip a Peo-—- 


ple of their outward viſible Glory, and lay waſt 
al their pleaſant Enj Joyments. | 
BUT has God, in His abundant Goodnch' 


and care of a People, furnifhed them wich full 


Supplies of ſo rich a Blefling, as His Goſpel 
Miniſters ? ſurely then His Saints ſhould ſhout = 
aloud for Joy ; He hath not dealc fo with every. 1 
Nation, praiſe ye the Lord (). 0 

REMEMBER, Unthankfulneſs for ſach a 


Mercy will be found very provoking to God, 


and prove the moſt dangerous Means to ſtrip | | 
you of ſo great a Bleſſing. | = - Z 
II. HENCE then a People may er 


Duty to their Miniſters: If the miniſterial Or- 


der be of Divine Appointment, and they that 
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. SURE I am, that the Goſpel Miniſtry and 
_ peril. Wherefore, remember the Words of 
Chriſt, Luke X. 16. He that heareth you, heareth 


Mat. X. 14, 15. Whoſoever ſhall not receive you nor 
hear your Words it ſhall be more tolerable 


Vr the Land of Sodom and Gomorrah, in the day of 
Wh Judgment, than for that City, "7 BAG 


2. THIS ſhews, That you ought to ſubmit 
your ſelves to their miniſterial Teaching and Go- 


Lord, then ought you to ſubmit your ſelves to 
them, as unto the Lord. 8235 
IEM come to you, not in their own Name, 
. they claim no civil Autority over you, no tem- 
poral Juriſdiction over your Perſons, nor de- 


own Laus; but they come to you in the Name, 
with the Authority, and at the Commandment 
of the great God, who ſends them forth, to de- 
mand Obedience to His Laws: And therefore 
their Commiſſion is to be acknowledged, and 
their Inſtructions complied witn. 
WIILE we preach to you, not ourſelves, but 
Jeſus Chriſt the Lord, we demand it of you in 
His Name, and at your Peril, that you not on- 
Iy hear iq; but that you obey us. 


we declare unto. you is not agreeable to the 
Mind of God : If it be not, then reje& what 
we ſay, and regard it not; but if we only de- 
liver our Lords Errand, if we declare only His 


— 


Fu rity 


Ordinances, are of Divine Appointment, and 
they that negle& them, do it at their, utmoſt 


me; and be that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me. And, 


wernment. For if they are the Minifters of the 


mand any Obedience and Submiſſion to their 


SEARCH the Scriptures, and fee, if what 
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Counſel, and publiſh - His Royal Will, hen 
ſurely it concerns you to be the doers of the 
Word, and not the. hearers only; then ought 
you to believe what we ſpeak to you, to prac- 

tice all the Duties we require of you, and to a- 
void all the Sins which we forbid unto you, in 

the Name of that Lord, whoſe Servants we are. 
For this is the true Character of a religious 


4 


People, That they have obeyed from the Heart, the 


form of ſound Doctrine, which has been delivered to 
then. Rom VLa+ ðͤ L oe Ph anke 
BUT this is not all, you muſt alſo ſubmit 
your ſelves to the Rule and Government of your 
Miniſters. Not that they are Lords of the He- 
ritage, or have dominion over your Faith, but 
they are the helpers of your Joy. Their miniſte- 
rial Watch, Guidance and Diſcipline, as Stew- 
ards in the Houſe of God, entruſted - with the 

Keys, and Treaſures thereof, muſt be duly ac- 
knowledged, and ſubmitted to: For thus you 


are called upon, Heb. XIII. 17. Obey them that 


bave the Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves to 
them, for they watch for your Souls, as they that © 
muſt give an Account, that they may do it with 


Foy, and not with Grief, for thu u unprofitable for 


you. Without this acknowledgement of, and 
ſubmiſſion to them, however humanely you may 


entertain them, you do not receive them as be- 


cometh Chriſtians. A 
3. THIS ſhews, That you ought to bear a 


high Veneration, Efteem, and Reſpeꝶ for your Mi- 


niſter. For if he receive his Authority and Of- 
fice from God, if he is to miniſter in holy things, 
to conſult your belt Intereſt, and aim at yout 


/ 
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eternal Salvation, then ſurely he deſerves an in- 
tereſt in your Affections, and ought to be high- 
ly valued and reverenced by you. 4 
IIS true, he is but a Man, ſubje& to like 
Paſſions with you: fo Elijab was, and lia- 
WW ble to Infirmities; God treateth not with you 
now by. the Miniſtration of Angels, but by 2 
Man, your fellow Creature, and *tis His great 
Condeſcention and Goodneſs, that He does 
ſo; you are not therefore to look for Perfection 
in him, but to overlook his humane Weakneſſes, 
and caſt a Mantle over his Infirmities. You 
are to conſider him, not ſo much what he is in 
himſelf, liable to Frailties and humane Infirmi- 
ties; but what he is in his Character, the Stati- 
on God bas placed him in, and the Power He 
= has inveſted him with, as your Miniſter ; and 
= while it is his care to live up, in ſome good mea- 
fure, to his Character, to diſcharge the Duties 
of his Poſt, and exert his Authority, for the ad- 
vancement of his Maſters Glory, and you beſt 
Good, you ought to maintain a juſt Veneration 
and Eſteem for him. N 
BRETHREN, We mean not by / this to aſ- 
ſume great Titles to our ſelves, and big ſwelling 
Words of Vanity. ; but we beſeech you to know them 
which labour among jou, and are over you in the 
Lord, and eſteem them very highly in love, for their 
works ſake. 1 Theſſ. V. 12, 13- Know them to 
be but Men, and as ſuch, pity their Weakneſſes, . 
bear with their Infirmities, put the beſt Con- 
ſtruction upon their Actions, and overlook their 
Frailties; dut know them alſo, in their ſacred 
Character, to be over you in the Lord, we - 
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hold them in Reputation, and let them have a 
room in your good Affections, at leaſt for theic 
Works ſake. 5841 you do not give 2 good Enter- 5 
tainment to them ifs your Affections, if you do 
not uphold a venerable Opinion of them, and 
fincerely love them, it will be very unlikely, 
next to impoſſible, that you ſhould receive the 
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benefit of their holy Miniſtration. ' 


THEIR Office is high and honourable, in 
the ſight of God, their Commiſſion more im- 
mediately from God, than any temporal Rulers, 
and therefore when they are placed as at the 
Feet of the People, are contemned and reviled, 


and Terms of Diſgrace and r ee are faſten- 
ed upon them, God will reſent the Indignity 


done to His Ambaſſadors, as in ſome ſort done 
to Himſelf; he that deſpiſeth you deſpiſeth me. 
Remember the Children that mocked*Eliſha.. | 


4+ THIS ſhews, That they ought honourably 


Ire to attend continually hereunto, then ought 


8 you to take care that they are well provided 
for, and comfortably ſupported in their Labours. 


Count thoſe worthy of double honour that rule well, 


them. „ . 
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70 be ſupported. For if they are God's Miniſters, - | 
appointed by Him, to this very Service, and |} 


ſpecially they who labour in the Word and Doctrine. | 
(1 Tim. V. 17.) Not only your Love and Eſteem, | 
but an honourable Maintainance is due unto |} 


BRETHREN, We do not ask it as a Fa. 
your, that your Miniſter be comfortably ſup- * 
ported; no, it is a Debt of Juſtice due both to 
God and your own Souls. b 
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vided for His yh wile to bear che Gig: 
and Expence, and laid the Tax upon you to 
pay it in to them; even 10 communicate, unto him 
'that teachetb, in all good things : Gal. VI. 6. For 
Fo hath the Liv wand; that they which preath the ll 
Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel x Cor. IX 14. 
© "AND tho! I dotft fay, that there ought to be 
the fame Allowance -to them, as Was to the 
Levitical Prieſthood, under the Law); Vet, ſure 
J am, it is not left to the caprice and humours 
of any Man, living under the Goſpel, whether, 
or how much he ſhall contribute towards the 
Charge of the Houſe and Ordinances-of God: 
But the Miniſter of the Lord ought to live, (far 
from a ſtate of want and dependace upon the 
humours of a People) ſo as to be an Example 
to the Flock in Charity and Hoſpitality; : 
ND ſurely they that think to ſave any / 
thing, by witholding more than is meet, will 
ſind their ſovereign Lord will highly reſent their 
denying Him His Tribute, and make ſuch Diſ- 
traints upon them, as will greatly tend to im 
þ gt co them, and keep them low. 
 'YOU owe this Duty, as to God, ſo to your 
own Souls; for how can it be expected they 
mould grow fat and . in the _ i 
Od, 
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| God, while your Miniſter-ſhall be kept meager ! 


to his Work. He is God's Miniſter, but tis 
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and in ſtraits? Tbo' for this we may be re, 
proached, with the Term of Hirelings, ger I. 

Abe | Labourer 9 worthy. 
of bur Hire: Luke X. 7. 1 might add, RE: | 
HS:ſhews; That you fliould doigll-you: 
can to ſtrengthen arid encourage your Miniſter 


for your good; and how much then ſhould. you, 
make ir your. carey. to ſtrengthen his Hearr 
aud Hands co his Labout? Many-wifl be his 


Diſcouragements, ſtrong his Temptations. from 


within and he may expect to meet with hattet 
and oppoſition from abroad, and therefore will 
need all the Encouragement you san give him, 
to; keep him from. fainting under the he 7 
load. Let nothing im-your. Carriage add to tha 


2 


re it cone rns you to car⸗ 
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ry him in the Arms of your Prayers, and ear- 
gnieſtly implore the divine Aids may be afforded 
to him. The holy Apoſtle Paul, with all his 
1 Advantages; ſaw his need of an intereft in the 
peoples Prayers, and therefore once and again 
urgently demands it of them, as, Epb. VI. 19. 
 Projing always, and for me, that Utterance 
ill maj be given unto me, that I me 1 
2 boldhy, to make known the myſtery of the Goſpel: + So 
Ii. Nom. XV. 10. Now 1 g ou, Brethren, for 
tha Lord eſus ſake, and for the bbs of tbe Spirit, 
that you ſtrive together "with me, in jour Prayers 10 
God for me. And again, 2 75560. III. 1. Finally, 
© Brethren, pray for is, that the word of the Lord 264 
| bade free Laſt and * glori ſied. 25 | 
THUS do beſpeak your earneſt Prayers on | 
2 my behalf, who ſtand-in the room of my depar- 
ted Father; helping together by your Prayers 
for me. without Which, how can you expect 
dhe Pivine f Blefling on my 'Labours among 
ou PP ONT} 7 4s "48+ 
© THIS is to be your daily Task, echt one for 
| Himſelf, in his Retirement, calling upon the 
Name of the Lord, to carry your Miniſter, as 
he will and does you, in the Arms of your 
Prayers, earneſtly entreating that a double por- 
tion of the Spirit of God may reſt upon him, 
more abundantly furniſh him with all neceſſa- 
ry Gifts and Graces, own him in his Labours, 
and crown him with Succeſs ; that under his 
holy Miniſtry, you may become a truly religi- 
il E ous and happy People, thar you may be mutual 
Coniforts to each other, and come together 1 
che fulneſs of the dicflings of the Goſpel of 
Peace. N Hence | 


NF 


from our Head, and the People have no ſofr 


and duly humble our ſelves uuder it, and in & 


and the Salt of the Earth; their Labours among 1 
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3. HENCE when it pleaſes God to remove | 


any of His Servants; His Miniſters from among 


a People, the departure of ſuch ſhould be duly. - 


laid to Heart. Shall an Elijab, the Prophet of | 


the God of Iſrael, be taken away, as our Maſter |} 


rowful ſenſe of their Loſs therein ? Surely Gd 
expects it of us, that we lay to heart ſuch aw- 
ful Providences, that we ſee His hand therein, 


ſenſe of our Loſs; cry out, as Eliſha did, v. 12. 
My Father, my Father ; the Chariot of Iſrael, and | 
the Horſemen thereof! Able and faithful Miniſters - 
are the beauty and ſtrength of the place wheres 4 
they dwell ; they are as Lights to their People, 


a People are productive of their beſt Good, 
their Example influential to their common Ad- 
vantage, their Inſtructions directive to their true 
Intereſt, and their earneſt Prayers, and intereſt 
in the Court of Heaven, are often the ordinary ! 
means of diverting the divine Judgment from 


falling heavy upon their People, and they as 


often pull down. a Blefling upon them: So that li 
tho" they ſhould live to be paſt all their other 
Labours, yer ſo long as they are capable of in- 
terceding at the Throne of Grace for their Peo= || 
ple, ſo long they are truly a Bleſſing to them: 
and therefore cannot be parted with without 
lqrovful Nees on IG 
AND this leads me into the mournful Theme 
which this day calls for, occaſioned by the re- 


moval of that Man of God, the Aged; Reverend 
Mr, SAMUEL CHEEVER from among us. 
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Pleaſed. Be Dp 1 SEED 
every good and per if,” 10 urnilh him fo 
the Work of he ii, 1 19 5 1 725 


lities, both n; 
9 A. dee 


we how 


in 2 . our mere 


1 2 Iivinity in, "bis Head, N21 he 7920 
often ſay to me, it Was good fog: a Divine. to 


voured to preſerve the truth, purity, and ſim- 
plicity of the 8 teaching you che Truth 


4 9 71 You. our Sin, and Danger, and where 
3 EY our only Remedy lies ; that you, might be di- 
l ; rected to flee from the wrath to dome; and la 


aimed at the winning of Souls to his SN: A 
\ er, ſo he ſought. not 40, pleaſ your F F 


* 1 tickle Your 15 With baden 
{| . | 
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8 ; Rather, to the 
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be well forniſhed withal. * A 
IN his publick Diſcourſes. to vou, ie en en- 


5 it is in Jeſu JJ He, 1 ge it his great care to 


hold on the Hope ſet before you. And as, he 


Yoni end & Sa + ain 


e One dee e 
n e but delivered the Mind of God 


to you with ſuch plainneſs, and cogency of Ar- 


gument and Perſwaſion, as becomes the Goſpel 
of Chriſt; and he ſhunned not to declare unto 
yu the whole Counſel of God. 

AND how fervent was he av rebel with 
your immorkal Souls, delivering himſelf to you 
with that flame and heat, that earneſtneſs and 
vigout as well ſhewed his ſincere Zeal in his 


Maſter's Service, and his hearty deſire that you 


all might be ſaved: He plainly ſnewed the live- 
ly Imp̃reſſions of the Truths he preached to you, 


upon his on Heart, while the fetvency of his 


Voice pierced your Ears, that the united Light 


and Heat might ſtrike the more forcibly upon 


your Minds, and gain the more ready Compli- 


ance with the great Truths that were leeren 
to you. 5 


AND fe: was as conſtant wid afliduous as 


ferverie: and zealous a Preacher df the Word of 


—— ek py EI rn 


God among you; ſo that, if J miſtake not, from 


his firſt coming among you, until the time that 


Age had worn him out, you never were, more 
than once, without the conſtant Entertainments | 
of your Sabbaths, your ſtated Feaſts, - and your 


New Moons; tho' he was alone for about 48 


Years : God fo graciouſly confirmed his Health, 
that for more than 50 Years, he never was hin- 5 
dred from coming to you in che Name of che 1 


Lord by any Sickneſs. ' 


INDEED the infirmities of Age obliged Mi | 
to rake leave of his publick ſtated Exerciſes in 
October 1719. which he did from thoſe Words 


of our Saviour, John IX. 4. I muſt. work the 


works 985 
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cometh when no man can work. And yet about a 
Fear after this, upon a ſpecial Occaſion, he en- 
= _ tertained us with a ſhort, but plain and fervent 
= Excitement, to be zealous of good Morłks. 


- WHILE his ſtrength and vigour continued, 


he was a very juſt and methodical Preacher 


7 . 


Place, he would have 'made a brighter Figure) 
. tho in his latter days, he gave more into an 

expoſitory way of treating the ſeveral Texts 
that occurred in his preaching: and to the laſt 


livered all memoriter. nn. 
; AND yet after Age had laid him aſide from 
publick Labour, he was ſtill at his Work, and 
_ his Mind ſo intenſly ſet upon it, that I ſcarce 
ever came into his Company at any time, with- 
out finding him at his Study, or his Mind taken 
up with the publick Duties of the Sabbath, and 
he would be continually exprefling his concern, 
leſt he ſhould not be able to do any.thing of it, 
and defiring me to prepare for all the Day, leſt 
he ſhould not be able to come out; which plain- 
8 + * the hearty Delight he took in his 
ET: nos in ᷣ K. 

HE was a Man of Peace, of a catholick Mind, 
and extenſive Philanthropy and good Will to all 
Men, without confining Religion. to a particu- 
lar Sect; a great Peace-maker among his con- 
tending Neighbours, and never made, or excited 
Parties, or ſo much as joined himſelf to any, 
(that I can learn) but thoſe that were for God 
and Religion, againſt Vice and nnn 
: SS. : Tis 


works of him that ſent me, while it is day; the night 


(and doubtleſs had he been fixed in a politer 


he could make no publick uſe of Notes, but de- 
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f (oicablei to a ſteady. compoſure of Mind, which - 
he uſually enjoyed; tho“, at oper: en 
AGED how-to: DY WRIDE: 7s Wi 
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- HIS Life at among you has Beep he. * of a 


Chriſtians and the whole tenour of it a mani- 
feſting an entite Submiſſion to, and Satisfaction 
in the diſpoſing Providence of God; and you 
your ſelves are Witneſſes: how holily and un- 
blameably he hath: behaved himſelf, 2 
before ane in the ere e of: ferious Godlineſs; 3 


WHEN you e me o the 1 ome; | 
with him, a few ears ago, tho' his own. De- 
light. in the work of the Lord among you, made 
him not ſo forward as ſome might have 8 


ed, to have an Aſſiſtant joined with him, yet 


he evidenced to you an entire Satisfaction in 


your Proceedings; and I hav hr cauſe to a- 
knowledge the 'goodneſs of Go 


to me herein, 
that as a Son with a Father, ſo he received 


me, repeating the Words of good old Simeon, 
upon his return to his Houſe from my „ 

| Ordination, Now, 7 ee Foo thy every 
3 in 1 n ade PATE AT Oy 


ett 5 
4 


IT. was A AK _— uncommon. F of 
God to him, that tho he lived to the Age. of 
fourſcore and almoſt five, vet he had ſo ſettled 
a Conſtitution, and firm a Health, as to be able 


to, au aher he r was, Sick! in all his Life; 
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3 The Reverend Mr. Samuel Cheever's 
n days Indiſpoſition, and ſome ſmall touches of 
We Sciatica, ho has eie non + HAR as 
8 his Health was firm, ſo at upwards of fourſcore, 
de coutd read without the help of Speckaeles, 
and had his Hearing qufek as Yourh, to the 
Wn. laſt week of his Life; but the Powers of his 
Mind, for ſome few Years before he died, 
k failed, eſpecially his Memory, whereby he was 
greatly unfitted even for common Converſati- 
oöͤn; and yet his conſtant Family Prayers were 
orderly, and regular; ſo did Grace ſhine ini the 


AND while the deeays of Age laid him by 
| from, publick Service, how exemplarily Pati- 


ent was he under ſuch a Rebuke? He wonld 
often ſay to me, Age is tos heavy. for me, 
but 1 muſt bear it; I can't die when I would, 
I muſt patiently wait God's Time, my Times 
©are in His Hands, I rejoice to fee that God 
* has provided for His People before Igo; God 
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8 - © has fatisfied me with long Life 


= THUS continued he at Work, and pati- 

= ently ſubmitcing to the Will of God, tilff # few 

= days ago his Senfes wholly left him; and the 
= Night before laſt he died, and truly died; his 
= Lamp of Life fairly burning out, without be- 
ing put out; for he felt no Sickneſs nor Pain 
dd the laſt, nor ſhewed anz the leaſt tokens of 
them even in his expiring Moments. 


i SO, while by the Grace of Chriſt in him; 
ne was ſecured againſt ehe Terrours of che. f 1 
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gers, nor th 
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7 | Death, thro?. the Fayour of God to him 
he knew PEE ©. of the uſual ghaſtly Marbin- 
errours of a natural 

Death ; but as he was e calm, pK, = 4 
in the poſſeſſion of a comfortable Hope, with- 
out ſtrong emotions of Joy, or the diſtreſs of - 
of anxious Fears, fo he quietly fell aſteep in 
Ar- and is gone to Pl n of "S | 
long and faithful Services. | 'J 


4 will only ad add, , that the little 2 _ E 
w ciently apologize, that Ve 
given no better Account of 2 | 
Servant of Jeſus Chriſt ; and yet ſuch as it 
Is, I know his ay modeſt Tho'ts of himſelf, 
would not have been eaſily prevailed upon to 
have allowed it; for I well remember, that a- 
bout a Month or two ago, upon my asking 
him a Queſtion, which he happened to mil- 
underſtan and, he replied to me, with Poe 
warmth, 
„me; tis eno that I ſtand to my own Ma- 
5 ſter; my greateſt care is to be accepted ol 
8 im. | 
AND now may the God of all Grace and. 
Conſolation, afford his moſt compaſſionate Re- 
gards, unto the devout and meek Hand-maid 
of the Lord, who has been the Companion of 
his Days for about fifty four Years; comfort 
her under her Sorrows, and give unto her an 
happy and endleſs meeting with him i in Glory. | 


MAY God be a Father unto the mourning 


Children, 00 more 7 enrich chen 
l F2 with 
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aged, and faith- - 


Prithee, don't go about to flattern 
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Samuel Cheever: 
with the Bleſſings of Goqdneſs, and return into 
Prayers their aſcended 


* 


MAY God take care of this bereaved Town, 
and Flock of His, and always ſhower down of 


the Gifts and Graces of His Spirit upon it; 
and eſpecially may I take hold of Elijab's Man- 


tle, and ſay, Let a double portion of bu Spirit reſt 


MI Brethren, call to Mind the Things 


which you have heretofore heard and learned, 
from your deceaſed Paſtor, and ſo let aged Sa- 
muel, now dead, yet ſpeak unto you; and be 
vou followers of him, wherein he followed 
Chrift: And may God reward yGur Kindneſs, 
and the good Will of the Town, in the Sup- 
port, which to their Honour, they have conti- 


nued to afford to him, notwithſtanding his 


being called off from publick Uſefulneſs for 
e R 


Now make your earneſt and daily Prayers 
For your ſurviving Paſtor, that he may be 


ſtrengthened to his Work, and ſucceeded there- 


5 in. | 
* 8 


AND let it be the care of us all ſo to live, 
that we may die in Peace, like him that is now 
gone before us; that when our Duſt returns to 

its Duſt, our Spirits may aſcend to the Lord 

God of Elijab; that we and our departed Fa- 


Hand 


Ther, may hays a happy meeting at che Right 
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Hand of Chriſt, that we may be a Crown of 


Rejoicing to him in the Day of the Lord, and 
he may be able to ſay concerning us, Bebold I, 
and the Children which God has graciouſly given to 


me; and we may mutually be employed in the 
everlaſting Services of the Redeemer, and be to- 
gether unſpeakably and for ever happy in the 
poſſeſſion of the Crown of Glory, which fa- 
dethi ade . EE o 0 


NOW the God of Peas which brought again |. 
from the dead ur Lord Feſus, that great Shepherd © 
of the Sheep, thro the Blood of the everlaſting Co- 


venant, make you perfect in every good Work, to do | 


His Will, working in you that which u well pleaſing _* 
in his fight ; thro' Feſus Chriſt, to whom'be Glory _ 
for ever and ever, AME GM. 
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